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Officials fear
housing crisis

Drilling boom could cause shortage

B8Y MARY PERHAM
leaderbath®yahoo.com

BATH | Future natural
gas drilling in Steuben
County could crealc a
housing crisis in the
county, according to
lacal experts.

County legislators
recently requested federal
and state help in dealing
with a possible housing
shortage if an anticipaled
boom in natura) gas
drilling materializes once
the state approves a new
drilling method, called
hydrafracking.

A moratorium on
hydrofracking now exisis
through May while the
state draws up guidelines
to ensure drilling will be
safe and not contaminate
water sources.

It’s believed a large
number of out-of-state
industry workers will
flock to the area to mine
natural gas in the
Marcellus Shale forma-
tion, which lies deep
beneath Steuben,
Chemung and other
counties in the Southern
‘Ter. The natural gas rich
formation also lics in

Pennsylvania, West
Virginia and parts of
Ohio and the
Appalachian Basin.

The county Legis-
lature’s request follows
the recommendations of
members of the counly’s
Marcellus Shale Task
Force. The group was
formed last summer to
look at the wide-ranging
elfects that expanded gas
drilling will have on
counly services.

“One of the things
we've learned from other
states is that housing can
be a real problem,”
said county Departiment
of Sacial Services
Comenissioner Kathiryn
Muller.

A number of drillers in
central Pennsylvania
have already moved into
hotels and motels in the
Lindley-Corniny asca,
she said.

While well-paying ten-
ants may be an incentive
for landlords to raise the
1ent, the likely result will
be an increase in evic-
tions and homelessness
in a county in a county
where homelessness has
doubled since January,

Muller said.

On average, 135 indi-
viduals and families now
rely on DSS for help
every mounth, she sald.

The type of homeless-
ness ranges from families
forced to leave 1o over-
crawded homes o peo.
ple sleeping in thelr cars,
she said.

Anyonc who applics to
DSS is put In \emporary
qQuarters, such as motel
rooms, until a solution
can be found, Muller
said.

Compounding the
problem is the sluggish
cownty economy, which
could lead to more fami-
lies needing help in the
coming year, she sald.

The recent extension
of federal unemployment
benefits will affect 1,100
workers in January, with
another extension bene-
fiting 2,000 employees in
May.

"1 don't know what we
would do without that,”
Muller said.

The so-called working
poor - families working
several jobs and earning
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just above the poverty
line - are even more of a
concern, county
Adminlstralor Mark
Alger sald,

“That group is going
to have their rents go up
and nol be able Lo get
into other apartments,”
Alger said. “Placing
them in (affordable)
housing (s going to be
very difficull.”

County officlals have
warned for years about a
chronic shortage of safe
housing in Steuben.
That problem is likely to
get worse as gas workers
move In. The lack of
zoning in a munber of
small towns also could
lead to trailer parks
sprouting up with mini-
mal code requirements,
according to the county
task force's sub-commit-
tee un housing.

One unanswered ques.
tion is the length of
time workers will
remain in the area,
according to Dan Galla-
gher, of Athor Develap.
ment, a non-profit
agency that renovates or
builds affordable hous-
ing units throughout
the region.

The uncertaln length

of stay means plans
must be drawn up lor
permanent housing and
for rental properties for
short-term residents, he
sald.

“We have to pravide
for a mixture,”
Gallagher said.

One way municipali-
tics can deal with the
mix and make sure
every county resident
has a home s to imple-
ment “Inclusive zon-
ing," which pair high.
and moderate-cost home
construction with
alfordable units,
Gallagher said.

But in many cases in
Steuben, existing hous.
ing is really “rotten,
really lousy,” he sald.

Alger said the county
has about a year to plan
ways to ease the predict.
ed housing problem,
and is looking for help
from state and federal
housing programs.

“We wanted to raise
an issue of concem it
will take some time to
get answers to,” he said.



